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controversy over the Budget was at its most fierce, he wrote
to a friend who had been abusing the Chancellor: " Mr,
Lloyd George is a colleague with whom I have always been
on the best of terms personally, and the Budget raises the
money required in a way which presses much less, I believe,
upon the poorer classes than any alternative that could be
devised/' Grey was always made angry when he heard the
well-to-do denouncing the " selfishness" of the working
classes in their desire to redress the balance in their own
favour by means of legislation. " I myself ", he wrote to
another friend about this time, *' cannot vote Conservative,
because I see as much selfish motive on the one side as on
the other; and the selfishness of the rich and the appeals to
their selfishness are much more hateful to me than the
selfishness of the poor and the appeals to them* much as
I deprecate both/' It is noteworthy that this hereditary
aristocrat differed from almost all his colleagues in wishing,
not to curb the power of the House of Lords, but to abolish
it completely, and to substitute for it an elective Second
Chamber*
Haldane was more bureaucratically-minded than Grey;
he was a Progressive, rather than a Liberal; but he was
inferior to none in his eagerness to embark upon a drastic
reform of our wasteful and inefficient, as well as cruel and
unjust, social system. But unfortunately, during those
critical years, Haldane was immersed in his own gigantic
plans for reforming the British Army; and what Htde time
and energy was left over he devoted to the problems of
university education* In the general work of the Cabinet
of which he was one of the ablest members, he took but
little part until after his elevation to the Woolsack* The
army's gain was progressive democracy's loss; Haldane's
powerful and fertile intellect could have rendered invaluable
if. it had been directed to the " condition of the